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shortly after it began, and Mr. Chamberlain, who was among the Queen's guests, a few days later made a speech at Leicester in which he launched the idea of a British-German alliance. He had supposed himself to have had sufficient encouragement from Count Biilow to warrant him in doing this, and he had looked for a favourable reply. Instead a storm broke out in Germany at the very suggestion of a partnership with the " bloodhound of the Transvaal," and when Biilow spoke in the Reichstag on his return to Germany, he poured cold water on the project, and spoke flatteringly of France and Russia. The German Navy League now turned the anti-British feeling to account for the new Navy Bill of the year 1900, which was regarded in Great Britain as a definite challenge to British sea-power. From now onwards to the outbreak of the Great War the naval question was to prove the great obstacle to good relations between Britain and Germany.
The Kaiser came again to England in the following year
when Queen Victoria was on her death-bed, and remained for
her funeral.   In the emotions of these days the word alliance
was again spoken and the Foreign Office went so far as to
draft a treaty.   But recriminations about the Boer War were
at a high pitch between the British and German peoples, and
Lord Salisbury, who had always been lukewarm to projects
of alliance, saw little advantage in this one.    Once more, as
on the occasion of Bismarck's last overture in 1890, the project
" lay on the table," and at the end of the year disappeared in
a heated debate between Mr. Chamberlain and Count Biilow
about die behaviour of British and German soldiers in their
irspeetlve wars.    Now and for the next three years  Great
Briton seemed to be without a friend in the world.  Denuncia-
offaftt conduct in South Africa came equally from both
the European canajps, and the smaller nations who had generally
her friends were warm in sympathy with the little
Republic about to be extinguished by the Great Empire.
at dm time was being shaken by the Dreyfus affair,
ud             comments on her military Justice added to* the
which had been kindled by the Fashoda crisis.
in these years stood between Britain and a hostile
combination but the British fleet and the unappeas-
